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Figure 1.1: Research program on cultural economy
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Figure 1.2: Interactive effects between socially embedded resources





A ( B Agents’ mental models recognize a causal link between particular behaviors with particular outcomes, and thus generate support for specific social norms.  For example, a mental model of “deference to authority brings about order” will tend to support a generalized norm respecting authority.  On the other hand, a mental model of “unquestioned authority leads to abuse of power” supports a norm favoring skepticism of those in power. Similarly, a mental model in the form of a collective narrative of community identity (“this is who we are”) establishes norms that laud behavior that mirror this narrative and sanctions behavior that opposes it.


B ( A Generalized norms create patterns of predictable behavior, thereby reinforcing or eroding agents’ mental models of how the world works. Similarly, generalized norms emerging out of a collective narrative of “who we are,” such as an ethos favoring hard work or self-reliant behavior can reinforce the collective narrative (or undermine it if the ethos fades or is actively challenged.)


A ( C Shared mental models, such as common historical narratives, provide a common “text” from which to craft specific cultural tools.


C ( A The repeated use of particular tools can reinforce mental models from which they are drawn.  The repeated use of novel tools, or cultural tools borrowed from another community can also undermine dominant mental models/collective narrative and can be an important source of social change.


A ( D Shared mental models/collective narratives help to define what counts as a social network.  For example, whether professional acquaintances or membership within a congregation “count” as social networks from which one can draw resources depends in part on the prevailing mental model of these categories of association.


D ( A Regular interactions within particular social networks can reinforce or challenge the mental models one holds of how the world works or what constitutes a collective identity.


B ( C Generalized norms, such as reciprocity become “tool-like” when it becomes part of an active strategy. For example, “I will move back to New Orleans because that is where I will find people willing to help me.”


C ( B The repeated use of particular tools can reinforce (if the outcome is positive) or undermine (if the outcome is negative) generalized norms.


B ( D Generalized norms, such as trust, tend to lower transactions costs of social exchange within networks.


D ( B Social networks provide a context for individuals to act upon and reinforce (or undermine) generalized norms.


C ( D Many cultural tools, such as those that leverage an importance placed upon family or authority and reciprocity within a faith community, are directly tied to specific social networks.


D ( C Exchange within social networks can reinforce and/or challenge the wisdom of deploying specific cultural tools.





A = Shared Mental Models, B = Generalized Norms, C = Cultural Tools, D = Social Networks








